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Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption
"Just Mercy," is a true story film produced and distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures and released on December 25, 2019. Other production companies associated with the film include Endeavor Content, One Community, and MACRO, while HBO’s engagement was purely distribution within the United States. The home release date for the film was April 14, 2020, it was produced in English, and it had a run-time of 137 minutes. The states of Georgia and Alabama provided the filming locations for all the scenes in the movie. The film's country of origin is the United States of America, and it has been classified in the Biography, Drama film genre. The thematic content has a PG-13 rating and parent advisory has a moderate count of frightening and intense scenes. 
Destin Dustin Cretton and Andrew Lanham wrote the film's script, and Destin Dustin Cretton directed it. The "Just Mercy" 2019, film is a true story based on Bryan Stevenson's 2014 memoir, "Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption." The film follows attorney Bryan Stevenson, played by Michael B. Jordan, who fights to overturn the wrongful murder conviction of Walter McMillian, played by Jamie Foxx (Gilbertson, 2017). The judicial penalty accorded to Walter for the crime is death sentence, and is a common judicial result in cases involving African American convicts. The movie setting of the film is in Alabama where Bryan Stevenson seeks to start his law practice by defending death row inmates. 
Plot and Synopsis
The movie tracks Bryan Stevenson, who is a recently graduated lawyer from Harvard. He has a conviction to defend people he perceives to be wrongly condemned, and also those who did not achieve proper judicial representation (Joseph, 2020). The personal conviction by Bryan Stevenson leads him to Alabama and away from various unmentioned lucrative jobs, and he takes up defending death row inmates. In the quest for defending death row inmates, Bryan Stevenson recruits Eva Ansley – a character played by Brie Larson – who is a local advocate. The two start out a campaign that they later come to identify as “Equal Justice Initiative” fighting against unfair sentencing (Obrien, 2020). The movie focuses on one of his first and most incendiary cases where Stevenson defends Walter McMillian. The client was sentenced for the death of an 18-year-old white girl in 1987, and the judge gave Walter a death sentence. 
The case against McMilian in the film is controversial with no significant evidence to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The conviction relies on the testimony of another known convict, who the film highlights has significant motive to lie. Stevenson’s defence continues to uncover evidence that proves Walter’s innocence. However, the progress of the case exposes the young lawyer to legal and political manoeuvrings against him and his case. He also encounters and endures racism as he continues to fight for Walter’s fate and other victims of racist justice system (Joseph, 2020). The victory seems unreachable with the odds stacked against the young lawyer’s team. The context of the film is thought-provoking and powerful enough to earn recognition as a history-making case for justice. 
The entire run of the film approaches and delves into serious concerns that plague the criminal justice system. The character of Blake Nelson highlights the power of law enforcement to victimize poor people, regardless of the racial background. The context creates a twist from the plight of African Americans, which is the central appeal in the movie. Other hard contexts that the film significantly includes; the imbalances of the justice system, corrupt law officials, the prevalence and impact of PTSD for veterans, the value of Black lives against White lives, and activism for death row prisoners (Joseph, 2020). 
Major Elements in the Film
The ethical dilemma in the film pertains to victimization of defendants by the law enforcement and criminal justice system. The context of victimization follows the actions of the identified bodies to overlook and bend the procedural approach to justice to incriminate members of an inferior community or poor criminals. The film actively highlights the context using the themes of systemic power, oppression, and dehumanization that stands in contrast to empathy and mercy. The role of the professional faced with the dilemma is serving as an activist and an attorney to restore belief in the justice system. Stevenson character analysis highlights that he could’ve chosen more lucrative jobs or quitting, but instead remained altruistic to achieve his objectives. 
The decision by the judicial system to sentence majority of the black prisoners to death row and also try children as adults was not the correct approach. The judicial system also fails Richardson by failing to account for his mental health before conviction. The consequence of the rulings of the judicial system in the movie is radicalizing the African American community. The Blacks are easy target for closing cases and racial prejudice appears to be the motive behind mass incarceration. The film also exhibits a lack of concern or consideration for including juries in trials for the aggrieved parties. 
Movie Analysis and Review
The tone for the movie and the book of the same name retains an optimistic tone throughout its length. The cases where the young lawyer makes little to no progress in representing his clients are the instances where the film continues to highlight optimism. Bryan and his team do not quit with the opposition of several challenges in their path. MR. Stevenson leads his team through every challenge and every change of tact with the hope of succeeding. The character portrayed by Michael B. Jordan also uses his education poignantly towards the same ends. The character adopts intelligent and educated word choice. The strategy influences the recognition of Mr. Stevenson as a highly qualified lawyer, and a significant threat to the racist structure of the judicial system in Alabama.
The main protagonist, Bryan Stevenson, is noble in his intentions, and flawless through the entire run on the film. Such a structure in the movie may be an attempt to illustrate that only such behaviour was deemed acceptable in the era that the movie took place. Another possible reason for such a desired appeal was to resist offending the white audience. However, it is clear that the lawyer suppresses internal trauma that vibrates in him and fuels his ambitions. The film cautiously highlights a sense of black rage in the character that faces impediments in his noble intentions in every corner and shape. The simplicity in the appeal for Mr. Stevenson is also a call back to the need for avoiding complexity in a film so as not to draw attention away from the teachable moment of the film. The primary purpose of the film is highlighting a racist criminal justice system, and it downplays the sense of rage in its protagonist to maximize effect. 
The film addresses several themes, such as advocacy and resistance. The film creates emphasis through Bryan Stevenson on the significance of active resistance towards unfair institutions by describing corruption, racism, and cruelty. The film presents these qualities as the root cause for systematic abuse of marginalized communities since they are pervasive in the American court systems (Clarke, 2016). Stevenson offers to appeals for defendants who were represented by court appointed lawyers reluctant to investigate to uncover new leads, present evidence in court proceedings, or file for appeals to hear cases that had reasonable doubt. The film highlights the lack of attorneys likes Stevenson who have the motivation to explore any viable and legal means to help their clients as a significant demerit in the judicial structure. It serves as a call for advocates to commit to reforming the justice system, which would free them from death row sentencing
The film has the theme of Systemic Power, Oppression, and Dehumanization. Legal structures meant to protect Americans and ensure fair treatment have been biased and turned into tools that influence to the systematic oppression of marginalized groups (Stevenson, 2019). One of the most controversial themes in this film is empathy, mercy, and humanization. According to the film, anyone can make a mistake, some of which might be bigger than others. Over time, people need to be granted mercy for mistakes that they made. According to Stevenson, giving harsh punishments to people who have made mistakes is not the right way to go forward because punishment perpetuates violence instead of deterring it (Joseph, 2020). Stevenson proposes a different approach of giving mercy to unexpecting or undeserving perpetrators. According to him, this approach will break the cycle of violence and hatred that is characteristic of the criminal justice system.
The film’s portrayal of Richardson demonstrates the complicated nature of justice. The character has a small, but very impactful part to play in the course of the movie. Here is one of Stevenson’s client’s who actually committed the crime, but the exigent circumstances surrounding his condition and the crime are of no interest to the judicial system. The character is complex, fleshed out but most of all realistic (Obrien, 2020). As a veteran, Richardson clearly demonstrates that the combat he endures infected his brain, and he suffers from mental illness. The prosecutor also chooses to withhold the information about his mental health in his hearing. His last scene involves the character serving his sentence of execution, which haunts the audience. It imparts the need for criminal justice reform, and also the need for embracing complexity in the system.
Conclusion 
The film's plot revolves around a young Black man named Walter McMillian (Jamie Foxx) who was driving home from work when he was stopped by police, arrested, and charged with a murder he didn't commit. Walter was guilt before the law following a sham trial and was eventually put on death row. Walter's case was just a drop in the ocean, and it demonstrated how the criminal justice system is biased against certain groups of people (Gilbertson, 2017). In the case of Walter, the virtue of being a black man was enough to wrongfully convict him of a crime he did not commit without a fair trial and representation. This film is a mirror of how the inner workings and outcomes of a biased criminal justice system.
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